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A Caveat , for my C ountreymen in General „ the A eſſors and Collectors of Publick, Taxes , 


in Particular. 


Moſt Dear (onntreymen , 


Dayly hear the Groanes of ſome of you Periſhing, others Deſpairing , all Languiſhing ; Yer, merhinks, I 
cannot afford you ſuch Pity as the ſadneſs of your Condition might ſeem to challenge. Can we pity one, 
who being tormented with a ſharp Gout, will not forbear French Wine and ſaltmeats? Such, if Ihave 
ſenſe, is your Cafe : Yonrdiſeaſe cannot well be ſubdued by ſtrong Phyſick , but may ſoon he ſtarved: 
Diet is your onely medicine: Keep, in Gods name, your hands from your mouths, and expect his bleſſing 
upon your ſobriety and Patience. Your meny 1s your Poyſon: Therefore forbear contributing againſt youc 
ſelves. Do this, Or you do nothing, Without it, your Addreſſes are ridiculous, your declaring is prepo- 
ſterous, And your Arming will be, moit of all, pernicious; What care they for your words, ſo long as they have your Pur- 
ſes ſtill open? Stop that ſource, and they will ſoon feel it, though they cannot reſent it, to your Prejudice; The worſt 
they can do, is to diſtrain, perhaps rifle ſome few, for terrour, who, ſuffering in a common caule, ought, in Equity and 
prudence, to be reimburſed from a Common Stock: And, it you muſt be aſſeſſed, that way,leticgo. What means canyon 
propound to redeem your ſelves, ſo cheap, ſo ſafe; ſo certain? If, yet, you will not purſue this wholſom and neceſſary advice, 
I call God to witneſs, Youare not worthy of Liberty, or Peace; And pity it were, you ſhould be relieved with the hearc- 
blood of honeſt, and brave men, who will not venture the Paring of your own Nay les. 

Trie now, whether the Red-Coats will yet add to their inſolepcies, that of univerſal Rapine. Poſſibly, they may 
beware, poſſibly they may relenc ; Whether any Judge or Jury will aſſert ſo lame an Authority, Where the tenth Part of a 
Parliament, (owning the Excluſion of the other nine, by meer force, without cauſe ſhewn, or pretended, ) aſſumes not onely 
the Authority of an Entire Parliament. but a power to act above all Law, or precedent, and againſt common Right, rathet 
as abſolute Lords, then Repreſentatives, and truſtees of the people; Whereas, it is the grand fundamental of ours, and, 
indeed, of all Laws, That the forcible excluſion of any one Member vacates all proceedings, ducing the force,As doth appear 
by the caſe of the Excluded Members, lately publiſhed at large, To which I referre you, tor full ſatisfaction in the pre miſſes. 

Of Juries, I am very Confident, And of the Reverend Judges, methinks, I cannot bur hope well, Their wiſdom ſeeming, 
every way, equally concerned with their Jutiice, They will, I doubt nor, remember the Caſes of Treſſilias, and Shipmonoy, 
both infinirely ſnort of this. However, the worlt that can be feared, is but tor a few to looſe that in groſs, which, elſe, they, 
and all of us mult look. in a ſhore time to pare with by retaile,The Gangreen Poverty creeping apace from joyne to joynt. 

Our Grandees will, perhaps, endevour to amuſe you, by filling up their houſe, their own Way; Yer ſo, as to make ſure of 
continuing their own Power, and your grievances. For do not think, theic Inteteſt can conſiſt with your Eaſe; But, tor Gods 
ſake, Is it pot the ſame Oppreſſion, Whether by theſe alone, Or theſe with others, conſtituted, qualified, limited, and finally 
awed by them > Is this a free Parliamenc, to command your purſes, or a miſt caſt before your eyes, whilſt your pockets are 
pickedꝰ l truſt, After ſo many experiences,your underſtandings are, by this time, mere refined, then to be ſo groſſely impoſed 
upon. 

I five Moneths time ( for, ſo long their laſt Seſſion continued, ) they ſwallowed a whole Years Aſſeſſement of 50000 l. 
Monethly, Beſides the project of the Afilitia, which, under another name, (a ſtale impoſtute) amounted to a full Tax; 
Yet, as Pharaoh's lean Kine, having devoured the far, did not thrive, fo, all this being diipoſed of, ina trice, and the Ex- 
chequer leſt empty, During che late /zterreg»uas, the Army, being unpay d, lay upon Fiee-quatter, as if no Taxes had been 
levyed, And the Souldiers, in many places, extorted what they pleaſed from the Countrey, with all the Licenciouſneſs of 
an Actual war; Vet, now (the ir years Aſſeſſement not expiting theſe four moneths,) they have, it ſeems , the Confi- 
dence already, to double our files, (for the Bill, I hear, is engroſſed,) with a monethly Tax of a 100600 J. for fix 
moneths ; But, withal, I ſuppeſe, they will have th: Modeſty, not totell us, When this Vaſt burthen ſhall ceaſe » Or 
that the next ſhall nor yet advance, astheir Occaſions, (the Rule and meaſure of our property) probably may. A hopeful, 
and comfortable Introduction of our freedom. 

Some Hotſpurs will, perhaps, igcite you co aſſert your Liberties by Tumults ; Bur, believe it, this advice comes from 
Weſftminfttr, where they long) and lie at lurch for ſuch advantages; that, hitting the blots you make, they may ſupport them- 
ſelves with your ſpoyles, ( the onely hope of ſubſiſting mow left them: ) Conſult not therefore with your ies, Con- 
fider the Ruinous fate of Plots and Inſurrections, Remember Mr. Gerard, Sir Henry Sling by,; Dr. Hewet, and Sit George 
Booth, moſt of them, evidently trepanned. Your Game is ſure, if you liſt your (elves, And will you venture it at Dice, 
among the Rookes? Be adviſed, Hold your Purſeſtrings, (A Counſel, one would think, co moſt men plauſible enough) 
Nothing can ſe certainly, ſafely, and ſuddenly, relieve you. 

And you my friends, The Aſſeſſors , Collectors, Cc. to whom is committed the Charge of Aſſeſſing and Levying ſvc'.*: 
legal Taxes, upon your Neighbours and fellow-ſubje&s, ( For, without your Ayd , God knows, the Red- Coats are 
able to force contribution, perhaps, from one ſingle County,) Beware how ye act againit che Law of the Land, the Liber; 
of your Countrey, the ſenſe of the whole Nation: No Law compels you co ſo mean a Drudgery; No Salary tempts you. 
And will you, then, to curry favour with times, which may alter ro morrow, undertake ſo barren, and thankleſs, fo guilty, 
and Odious an employment > Have you Eſtates ſufficient co anſwer the infinite Ations,to which you willbe lyable in Law> 
Remember, That, Contribution payed to the Cavaliers was, indeed, purged trom delinquency, by pleading the force, But te 
have Aﬀeſſed, or collected for them, proved alwayes matter of ſequeſtration, that being conſtrued as a Voluntary Act; 
Conſider the ſcandal, which (already, even in theſe times) Committee- men, Sequeſttators . Exciſe· men, & c. have cohtraced, 
perhaps, to deſcend to their poſtericies ; Read in ſtories, To what fury of the people, and rigour of Laws, publicanes, and 
other Miniſters of Violence have been alwayes expoſed, when the powers, by which chey acted, ceaſed. Believe it, Freedom 
will ſoon break forth, the ſooner, if you Obſtruct it not, All things, by the ſpecial hand of providence, tend that way, And 
though other means ſhould fail, Common exigence will prove a ſure Card: Methinks you are not very ſafe, even as things 
now ſtand, The Collection of Taxes, not impoſed by common conſent in Parliament, (which, ſure, you will not affitm to 
be, in this Caſe ) being,( from a high Miſdemeapour, branded by former Laws, ) made the higheſt Treaſon, by a late ſolemn, 
and ſevere Alt of their own: But, if times ſhould alter, think, What will become of you? Will ir not be your beft refuge, ro 
run your Countrey > Accurſed be that ſuture pon, which protects, or indempoifies you, And now, I hope, enough is ſaid 
for warning: If not, Maxk the end and take whag comes of ir, [ London, Printed 1660, ] 
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